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EXPLORING CONNECTIONS

i ’ i “ -it-all state of mind”
6. How might Richard Louv's exploration of the kno“‘/ it-al :
(p?VEGLL)gllelp explain the attraction of the geo-engineering technc)lo%;ielsl
described by Wood? Do you think that our growing faith in technology

make a hi-tech approach to solving the climate crisis inevitable? Why or.
why not?

i i i i : i Deer (p. 686) and

7. Write an ima dialogue between John (Fire) Ijame ' :

1 Billi1 McKibbegrtn g}’ 743) on the promise and meaning (?f geo-engineering.
How do you think they would view technological solutions to the climate
change crisis? o N

8. What might the final “future” panels of R. Crumb’s “A Short History of

America” (pp. 695-98) look like if, as Wood suggests, we eventually opt for
an eco-engineering solution to the climate crisis?

EXTENDING THE CRITICAL CONTEXT

nline research to learn more about organized attempts to hrn}t

> ?a?bsc;nzn(l?ssions since the signing of the Kyoto Protocol in 1997. Why hasit
been difficult to get nations to agree on a single approach to re(.iucmg f%regn;
house gases? How likely do you think such an agreement will be in the .turef

10. Research these and other promising geo-engineering solutions to t.:he climate
crisis to determine how they are currently viewed. Hoyv much interest daci
environmentalists, politicians, and business groups have in geg—technolqggc %
solutions to the global warming crisis? Do the kinds of solutions described

by Wood seem more or less reasonable or attractive than technologies hfke
nuclear power?

In Search of Justice
NyYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

In 1992, Nydia M. Veldzquez made history by becoming the first El{'
Rican woman to be elected to the United States House of Bepresentqu )
- Serving New York’s Twelfth Congressional Dist/rict—o?e of the 77102 .
turally diverse and economically challenged urban areas in th.e natzo;‘i =
has emerged in her ninth Congressional term as a Zeac?er on issues o p o
health and the environment. As Representative Velazqu.ez a'rgueIS" fﬂr, ,
selection, ecology isn’t just a concern for hikers and su.rvwal:ls;s‘l.wnlz o
neighborhoods like those she represents in Brooklyn, Quee)?s? and ‘act
Lower East Side, pollution and waste disposal have a direct impa L

dire poverty that are a national disgrac
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lives of millions of low-income American families. As she sees it, sustainabil-
ity is a matter of social

Justice—not just a matter of good ecological hygiene.
This selection appeared in Sustainable Planet: Solutions for the Twenty-First

Century (2002), edited by Juliet B. Schor dnd Betsy Taylor-

Jacob Riis’s! groundbreaking 1890 book How the Other Half Lives

chronicled the lives of thousands of families living in squalor in New York
City. A horrified public cried out for reform, and the public-housing move-
ment was born. Over the next

fifty years, a bold progressive movement
brought extraordinary change in America— an income tax began to bridge
the gap between rich and poor, a social-safety net provided basic protec-
tions for workers, and we began to understand that a just society was a
social and moral imperative. What happened?

Today, although we have a much more so
what social justice means, low-income families
in more or less the same relative circumstanc
ago — struggling to overcome desperate pove
are tragically unhealthy as the result of pollutio
against a culture that considers m
of social value.

phisticated understanding of
nevertheless find themselves
es they were in over a century
7, living in communities that
n and neglect, and ]aboring
aterial possessions the absolute measure

The simple fact is that our current unsustainable “more-is-better” cul-
ture undermines any hope of achieving justice — at home
often hear about how the United States co

amount of resources relative to the rest o

ing bigger houses, driving bigger cars, consuming more and more of every-
thing than just about anyone else anywhere.

This is certainly true, and the long-term environmental effects of this
overconsumption may well prove disastrous. But we also forget that the gap
between the rich and the poor in this

country is just as severe as, if not
worse than, it is elsewhere. Amazingly, the richest 196 people in America
have more wealth than the poorest 56 million Americans.

And one thing is for sure — Americans certainly are not doing all this 5
overconsuming in congressional districts like the one I represent. The resi-
dents of Greenpoint/ VVﬂliamsburg, which makes up the heart of New York’s
Twelfth Congressional District, are among the poorest in the country. Forty-
five percent of the households earn less than $12 thousand annually. Tn some
schools, nearly every child qualifies for

the federal school lunch program.
My district is by no means unique. Across America, there are pockets of

e. Perhaps this poverty is not on the

or abroad. We
nsumes a vastly disproportionate
f the world. Americans are build-

" Yacob Riis: Danish-

born Jacob August Riis (1849-1914) was a journalist, photographer,
and social reformer.
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scale of some developing-world countries, but it is crushing poverty none-
theless. The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services reports that
nearly 3 million American children suffer from moderate to severe hunger.
More than 9 million children report having difficulty obtaining enough food,
suffer from reduced quality of diets, express anxiety about their food supply,
and are increasingly resorting to emergency food sources and other coping
behaviors. And nearly 7 million Americans are classified by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor as being the “working poor,” by spending more than twenty-
seven weeks in the labor force, but earning below the official poverty level.
In my district, crime is high, test scores are low, schools are crumbling,
and the “American dream”— however you choose to define it—is very,
very difficult to attain. For many, hope is represented by a trip to the
bodega® to buy a lottery ticket. Side by side with the “more is better” domi-
nant culture is an unnoticed “anything is too much” underclass that scrapes

for crumbs in the shadows. How can a nation with our riches allow such
misery to exist?

An Environmental Catastrophe

One of the first things you are likely to notice when you visit neighbor-
hoods in my district, and others like it, are the trucks. Not trucks heading
out, packed with manufactured goods produced in clean, modern, high-tech
facilities full of good-paying jobs. No, the trucks are delivering garbage from
the rest of the city to waste-transfer facilities located cheek by jowl with
schools, apartment buildings, and small businesses struggling to keep afloat.
It’s illegal to put a cigarette billboard near a child’s school. It's perfectly
legal to have a garbage dump next to her house.

Amazingly, the waste transfer stations aren’t the worst of it. The tour of
environmental shame continues on to highly toxic empty lots— so-called
“brownfields.” Usually, brownfields are the remnants of polluting industries
sited in poor communities whose owners have fled, leaving virtually undevel-
opable property in their wake. Cleanups do occasionally occur, at enormous
public expense, while polluters walk away, often to set up shop in another
unwitting community. Political opponents may cry “class warfare,” but I've
personally never seen a waste-transfer station on the upper East Side of
Manhattan, or in the Hamptons.? In some communities, residents complain
about the presence of federal buildings, which generate no real estate tax.

We'd take a federal building or two in the twelfth district in a New York
minute. '
The environmental scorecard in my district is appalling. There are over
eighty waste-transfer stations in New York City, and thirty of them are
my district. Greenpoint/ Williamsburg has 137 sites that use hazardous

2bodega: A small neighborhood convenience store. '
3upper East Side . .. Hamptons: Affluent areas in or around Manhattan, New York.

Jacob Riis’s alarmin

landfills e

Sfltﬁon, and Liability Act (CERCLA), a 1980 federal law
sites.

Alaska, spilling an estimated 10.8 million gallons of crude
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substances, called right-
twenty-four waste-transfer stations

» seven sites that may warrant Superfund* desienati
tes . perfund” designation, and t} -
$§o5s wisfe f;(illhues;maﬂ within a one-mile radius. Greg:e]npoint/ \Vﬂ]ilef;ié]zrzcr
0 a L/-million-gallon oil spill. (The Exxon Valdez? b illed
10 million gallons of oil. Of course, the ed 1o clean that ot el
. , they at least tried to clean that
g:z; ﬁ szrtowthreeéc Set}vagge Treatment Plant treats the highest vo(;ﬁlen:%%
§ waste and is the biggest producer of hazardo 1l i
city. The neighborhood is also home to ej ning indhustrial frr
. ght coal-burning industrial fu-
naces and the highly toxi o 1
. ghly toxic Brooklyn Navy Yard (a federal facility we'd gladly

Hardly a day goes by when we don’t h

‘ ear about ho ion’s citi

il;alwe ex%enenced Ia renaissance. Although crime rates ha::e ?iﬁ;;:g Izns 1(1:11:5;
'ge cities, people of color are hej ictmi i

brownfeld oo ) emng victimized by toxic polluters and

h0 have managed to esc
' ape the wrath of a well-
meaning environmental movement that

. doesn’t seem to realize that the
egin at the suburb’s edge. Believe me, Latinos and

Lisp: ty on protecting the environment th
no.nm%n.ont}{ voters. And no wonder. Study after study has shown that raciaeill
minorities disproportionately bear the brunt of this pollution.

* A 1992 EPA study showed that minority

ately exposed to air pollutants and hazard vt e dsproportion-

ous-waste sites.
. g 1930 Universit).f of Mic%ﬁgan study showed that minority residents are
ur imes more likely to live within one mile of 2 commercial waste facil-

ity than whites, and that race was ;
; : a bette di L
sites than income. T predictor of proximity to such

* A 1994 study by the Center for Poli
out of every five Latinos and African
one or more toxic-waste site,

The effect of this

¢y Alternatives concluded that three
Americans live in a community with

Poﬂutio_n is a silent national tragedy on a par with
g discoveries. In the predominantly African-American

petrochemical plants, medical waste incinerators,

mit highly toxic levels of pollution, people suffer from much higher

S :
tperfund: Common name for the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compen-

designed to clean up hazardous waste
°Exxon Valdez: In 1989, the Exxon Valdez oil tanker

ran aground in Prince William Sound,
oil.
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rates of miscarriage, cancer, tumors, and other chemical-related illnesses. A
study by the Louisiana Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights found “Cancer Alley” to have disproportionate levels of all cancers.
The Latino south side of Tucson is exposed to twenty times the acceptable
levels of trichloroethylene, and rates of cancer, birth defects, and genetic
mutations in that neighborhood far outpace national averages.

I don’t have to walk very far in my district to see a community in the
throes of a health crisis. New York City has the second worst air quality in
the nation, and the Greenpoint/ Williamsburg area has the worst air quality
in New York. And it is no surprise that the people who live in this neighbor-
hood are getting sick and dying at an alarming rate.

A 1993 New York Department of Health study showed that in one cen-
sus tract, childhood cancers are twenty-two times higher than the national
expected average. Twenty-three census tracts showed disproportionately
higher rates of stomach and lung cancers. Four showed statistically elevated
incidences of leukemia. Hundreds of cases of lead poisoning in children
have been reported in the past decade. Childhood asthma rates in Brooklyn
have tripled in the 1990s. At 13 per 1000, the infant mortality rate rivals that
of Estonia, Bulgaria, and the Czech Republic.

I have a constituent whose cousin died of an asthma attack on an Ozone
Alert day — at age twenty-two. Her two-year-old daughter now lives with
her grandparents. Another constituent’s grandchildren suffer regular asthma
attacks when they come to visit, only to see the attacks subside when they
leave.

It’s outrageous that basic environmental-justice protections languish in
Congress. There are those in Washington who claim that they want to make
sure that “no child is left behind,”” yet the hollowness of the claim leaves a
deafening echo.

It goes without saying that the communities most adversely affected by
the actions of these polluting industries don’t have the resources to fight back,
and it’s little wonder that the many waste-treatment facilities in Williamsburg
process garbage from outside the neighborhood.

The residents of Greenpoint/Williamsburg and other poor communi-
ties, fighting disease and living in poverty, are no match for wealthy compa-
nies who have an unlimited ability to litigate. Unless we bring the full force
of the federal government to bear on these polluters, they will continue to
poison our air and water and slowly and silently subject our children to a toxic
environment with impunity. Where is Jacob Riis when we need him?

S¢richloroethylene: A chemical compound commonly used as an industrial solvent that is
categorized as a probable carcinogen.

"no child is left behind”: In 2001 Congress passed the No Child Left Behind Act, which
requires states to assess and report on student learning and provides sanctions for schools that
fail to increase learning outcome measures. The act has been criticized for not providing ade-
quate funds for its implementation and for school improvement. o
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ot \g/\lfsblgllovg thit pl;otecting the environment is a long-term necessity and
~Climate change puts future generations at i
. risk, but we ne
understand that the environment is a matter of life and death right Il(f\ff 1t§

;);15 ;mmer-cgyt commlzlnitl;;s. As our children are slowly poisoned, their ability
anc to work and to become active, productive particis i
. . . ’ t .
i&:iomety is bem‘g taken away. We are quite simply writing olf?f miﬂilcj)iz ;.nl:il rtlhills
ons of American children because they happen to be poor. -

A Desperate Social Challenge

If the environmental impacts of being poor in today’s America are bad

ven worse, if that’s possible. Those Americans

the blessings of American society, H
standing. Talk is cheap in Washin
still. If we really valued work, the

sweatshop workers and the rest o

oratio Alger® success stories notwith-
gton, and talk about “values” is cheaper
n the janitors and garbage collectors and

f the hardworking poor would be abl

put food on the ta}ble. If we really valued children, %VIeJ’d make sureetiatetlzg

Eh(;(lztrest gf oucr1 children weren’t taught in hallways and broom closets or in
S an ’

shifts ane we'd guarantee that they all had textbooks and qualified, well-paid

A poor child in today’s America labors agains dizzyin
ta i
challenges. He lives in a culture that says thatg what yi s ol

ou have is more i
; mpor-
ant than who you are. The message from advertisers and marketers \lz/ho

target k1ds Is quite clear —you gotta have it. And it doesn’t really matte
what the. it” is. From clothes to computers to cell phones to housez to car; y
no Ame'ncan child is immune from the underlying suggestion that owﬁina
these things defines success. While the message of excess materialism is to -
for aH.oPr c%u'ldren, it is especially cruel for the one out of six American ch?l?
drer'l living in poverty. I often wonder how sporting goods executives slee
at.m‘ght after marketing basketball shoes to low-income children that costg
minimum-wage-earning parent nearly a week’s salary to pay for
Our role models are athletes and movie stars and billionaire

we expect our poorest children, malnourished and under.
good about themselves when we present these false notion
real role models should be neighborhood volunteers, nurs
ents, and small business owners ’
who create jobs, watch over us,

naires. How can
educated, to feel
s of success? Qur
es, teachers, par-
, 8Jdld all those caring, hardworking people
and give a community a sense of cohesio

connectedness, and purpose. One of the fe ings ' o
September 11 was the emerg, i hemoa sy ke from

ence of blue-collar heroes. Let’s hope it last
but the smart money is still on Michael Jordan and Britney Spearsl.) ”

SHoratio Alger: American author (1832

) L 1899) b Vi ing *
riches- s Aer: i g ) best known for novels featurmg Tags-to-
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Blueprint for a Just Society

People fighting for justice in this country and around the world have
every reason to be discouraged, but in fact there are signs of hope that we
should be aware of. Anyone familiar with my work in Congress knows that I -
don’t give up easily. If anything, I've just gotten started. Even now, in the
face of extraordinary challenges, I am excited about the emerging opportu-
nities in my community and others like it. . . .

Environmental Justice

To its credit, the Clinton administration® acknowledged what those of
us familiar with such communities knew for years — that people of color
have been unfairly treated with regard to the development, implementa-
tion, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policieé.

Under former administrator Carol Browner, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency established the Office of Environmental Justice, whose mission
is to address the problem of environmental discrimination and set up pro-
grams designed to assist what it acknowledges are “disproportionate risks
faced by . . . low-income and minority populations.” Under the Bush admin-
istration,® the program saw its already meéger budget reduced. :

In 1994, President Clinton signed Executive Order 12898, which applies
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act to entities receiving federal financial assis-
tance and bars them from using methods or practices that discriminate on
the basis of race, color, or national origin. It was a good start to begin to undo
generations of wrongs that have been visited upon people of color.

One of the first fights I took up in Congress was to ensure that minority
communities receive equitable treatment under environmental law. I did
this by introducing legislation to apply this nation’s civil rights laws to our
environmental regulations. If enacted, my legislation would take the former
president’s Executive Order an important step further by applying Title VI
to actions taken by any company whose pollution disproportionately impacts
a particular racial or ethnic group. Title VI is most commonly used in dis-
crimination cases involving public housing and education, but there is no
‘reason that it couldn’t be extended to environmental concerns as well. =

After all, can anyone say that the health crisis that currently affects
people of color in this country is any less important than acts of housing or
education discrimination currently protected under Title VI? My proposed
legislation targets both potential violators and chronic polluters. Companies
would have to show that proposed projects would not pollute in a manner

®the Clinton administration: William Jefferson Clinton (b. 1946) served as the forty—second

president of the United States from 1993 to 2001. S
Ythe Bush administration: George Walker Bush (b. 1946) served as the forty-third presk

dent of the United States from 2001 to 2009. ’ ”

4. What does Velsz
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green revolution could get a mu

y ally — the justice movement.
ure environmental

ch-needed shot in
While a law to eng

piers and disrepair, you can’t
access to transit and a breath-
cross the East River, the waterfront is perhaps

ntially valuable real

help but see the ise i i

] promise it holds. With i
taking view of Manhattan g  Bast 1
New York City’s most pote

objectives.

ENGAGING THE TEXT

1. Why, accordin
affeited br, ollution ¢l ghborhoods more serious!
evidence iil It)h e lrlle?rilb 13111 mC;)rel affluent communities? Did you see anz
orho :
portionate ecologie 5 impacts sh\;l 1ere you grew up of the kinds of dispro-

describes in her distri
trict?

To what extent would you agree

better” cul

o

quez mean by “environmental justice”? Do you think envi-

ronmental justice can or should be legislated? Why or why not?

30




772 AH WILDERNESS!

EXPLORING CONNECTIONS

5. How might Veldzquez's observations on the ecology of low-income colr:nsq;
" nities complicate Richard Louv’s assessment Of]ﬂﬂ(]ii role that natu;ehf) ui,ban
i i hildren growing u
i ’s lives (p. 664)? Do you think tha't c :
zlrlélif ]ilte Greengoint / Williamsburg experience natuge in the same way as
do children who grow up in the suburbs or rural alrleas. i A
i ’s “A Short History o
Jorking i oups, reconsider R. Crumb’s ’A ' .
> ?Oﬂggg—gs%rmgead of thinking of Crumb’s &amgs as rep.resenliilglngli 2
lggoﬁcal progression, try to label them in terms of dlffegeil‘t] 1ioc;oeiascoc omi
i uniti Hamptons? Wher -
hic communities. Where are the : : 3 -
ogigfc(;g\;l%iamsburg? To what extent does a person’s experience of “nature
gepénd on race and economic status?

EXTENDING THE CRITICAL CONTEXT

’ location of hazardous waste and
king in groups, research and map the ‘ ‘ . d
" :Z;gz i;c%usm%rl sit%s in different areas of your city or t?,“flf %Clmh}?ngogvl’? i(i)tcez:
tion of dumps, waste-transfer stations, “brownfields, rig t—to}; o 01:
and polluting industries. What correlation can you find, if any,tl et: -, mlzl o
i i f the various communi ;
lution and the sociceconomic sta‘tus o ; communities you Mmap?
find neighborhood environmental mapping .
gg;ltacla;rotecﬁongAgency’s “Environmapper‘ webSIte:”www. .epa.gov/e:w;v(\),;
html/em/index.html and at the EPA’s “Environfacts” site: www.epa.g
- {lable in various neighborhoods in
“ aces” that are available in various neigh . :
® I\g?fr) Ec})l\jm %)rf i?tifp Do you see any correlation bet.ween somoec?lnotrlrlléi
Ztatus and the number of parks, playgrounds, PUb]ilc %%rdens, and othe
forms of open space available in a given neighborhoods

Our Unhealthy Future
Under Environmentalism

JOHN BERLAU

jon has troubled
How far would you go to save the earth? That ZuQStZZOZb ]I;as t Zue,lztéd
v N 2.2 -, ln
i ists ever si med ecological activist Edwar elf
environmentalists ever since fame ¢ i
the concept of “monkeywrenching” —the Lgeb of zglljotz’zge tc?tis;gsa o
' n ex ion. Inspired by el’s writings, 4
development and urban expansion ' oriti L
tion ojP “eco~warriors” has resorted to forms of direct action mlt?;;'on e
environmental defense. But as John Berlau points out in this selection, son
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Jeel that organizations like the Earth Liberation Front and the Animal Lib-
eration Front have gone too far. CI,

assified as domestic terrorise threats by
the FBI in 2001, these and other eco-anarchist organizations are said to
have fire-bombed ski resorss and ranger stations, blown up animal research
Jfacilities, and even staged the release of hundreds of wild horses — all in, the
name of protecting the Planet. As Berlau sees it, such “eco-
simply criminals, and they don’t w

ork alone. In his view, mai
cates of sustainability and environmental consciousness also
bility for promoting ecological violence. Joh;

Policy at the Competitive Enterpri }

terrorists” are
nstream adpo-

It was 19 Se
and on high alert f;

Of particular concern were any buildings or structures that could be seen as

symbols of America and the West. And certainly, hardly anything in the world
is seen as a symbol of America more than McDonald’s. Some restaurants had
already been targets of arson by eco-terrorists,

Still, hardly anyone thought that any kind of terrorist attack would occur
at a Ronald McDonald House. Although largely supported by the McDonald’s

in residential areas.
noncontroversial purpose: a home-like settin
getting treatment at nearby medical facilit

But on that September mo
Tucson, parents, children, and e

They also serve a noble,
g for the families of sick children
es.

rning at the Ronald McDonald House in

mployees came upon a horrifying sight out-

tobea welcoming

got a full house right
now,” the House’s executive director, Mary Kay Dinsmore, told the Arizona
Daily Star!

Close to the swastika on Ronald’s face
that have becpme all too familiar in the
domestic terrorism: ELF and ALF.

appeared sets of three letters
past few years to investigators of

M. Scot Skinner, “MeDonald

House Statue Is Vandalized with Graffiti,” Arizona Daily
Star, 20 September 2001, 1. [All not

es are Berlau’s unless otherwise indicated.]




